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Toleration is to deliberately allow something which differs from one's own beliefs and
standards and of which one disapproves. One can meaningfully speak of tolerating only if
one is in a position to disallow'. You must have the power to forbid® or prevent if you are
to be in a position to permit. Furthermore, you must think that you have a right to exercise
your power if your toleration is to count as a virtue. This means that your inclination’ to
disallow must not be the result of mere whim® or arbitrary’ dislike; it has to be reasonably

grounded6 disapproval which you can expect to be shared by others.
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Discrimination is to put individuals, who are considered to be different from others at a
disadvantage. Discrimination typically refers to "negative discrimination" and has an ethical,
normative' dimension. When we deem an action or a practice discriminatory, we are
making a political as well as legal evaluation and are judging against the background of
democratic principles of justice and the conviction of the validity2 of human rights. In this
respect, to discriminate is to treat a specific social group or members of the group, who are
set apart from other groups or members of other social groups, unfairly and unjustly. One
may discriminate, for example, by repressing3 or suppressing these groups and their members,
by excluding them, by segregating4 them, or by keeping political rights from them and
establishing unjustifiable social, political, economic, educational or other inequalities.5

As this makes clear, discrimination occurs within a social context. Discriminators are
social actors who commit the social action of discrimination. Discriminators generally have

the power to discriminate against others, or empower6 themselves (at least temporarily) to

discriminate against others, often by the discriminatory action itself.
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